WONDERFUL   OFFICIAL   DRESS   OF    KANDYAN    CHIEFS
The Kandyan chiefs are naturally handsome men, and their bright brocaded silks and gorgeous
velvets impart a right royal stateliness.    From sixty to a hundred and fifty yards of siik or muslin
are wound round the waist and caught up with a gold-embroidered belt over tight white trousers,
ending in a neat frJl.   The jewel-bedight pincushion hats are surmounted by gold ornaments
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fabhion, and are attractive to look upon, while the children are among the most delightful of any small beings in the East, with intensely shining black eyes and heads like mops. They are well cared for and kindly treated.
Then there are the Moormen, with an admixture of Arab blood which gives them pronounced profiles. They, as might be expected, are chiefly traders, small shopkeepers of boutiques, and keep very much to themselves in their own villages or their own quarters of the larger places. Man}rof them are gem merchants.
Besides these elements of the population there are the descendants of the Dutch and Portuguese, who mingled their blood with that of the native races in the days when they respectively dominated the island. The names of Pereira, Silva, Mendoza, and the like are frequently heard, and, as could be guessed, clerkly avocations are their choice. The Dutch burghers hold their own, too, in the trading line, sometimes in a larger way than the Moormen.
The forms of religion follow more 01 less the lines of race. The vast majority of the Sinhalese are Buddhists, and have that strong tincture of animism and fetish-worship which always seems to characterise the Buddhist religion among less educated peoples. The ancient ruins at Anuradhapura, Polon-narua, and other royal cities, which attract thousands of visitors to the island annually, are all of Buddhist origin.
The Tamils are mainly Hindus, and have their own temples, with the usual characteristics of Hinduism in India. The devil-dancers of Ceylon, men who dress themselves up as grotesque demons and go through contortions and stampings, to the accompaniment of tom-toms and screeching music, show a remnant of spirit-worship. Originally evolved to frighten away the bad spirit from a sick person, this form of " frightfulness " has been continued, because the performers discovered that it might be made profitable on the vera&das of
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